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Buyong Hwang

South-Korea

RESURRECTION 24-15, 2024.JUTE STRING, COINS, MODELING PASTE AND OIL COLORS ON PLYWOOD 31.4X48 IN. | 80X122 CM.
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RESURRECTION 24-16, 2024 JUTE STRING, COINS, MODELING PASTE AND OIL COLORS ON PLYWOOD 31.4X48 IN. | 80X122 CM.

Buyong Hwang
Lives and works in Siheung-Si Gyonggi-Do, South-Korea
http://www.buyong.com

A Maestro of Visual Harmony
In  the realm of  ar t is t ic  innovat ion,  Buyong Hwang 
e m er ge s  a s  a  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f i g u re ,  i n t e r t w in in g 
h is  r ich  h is tor y  w i th  a  unique  creat ive  v is ion.  At 
28,  Hwang was hera lded as  one of  South Korea’s 
top ten graphic  designers,  an accolade bes towed 
by a renowned ar t  magazine af ter  consult ing with 
50  univers i t y  professors  nat ionwide.  His  prowess 
w a s  f u r t h e r  a c k n o w l e d ge d  in t e r n a t i o n a l l y  w h e n 
he c l inched the  second pr ize  at  the  UNESCO - IA A 
organized International  Poster Salon in Paris in 1987. 
This recognition underscored his burgeoning inf luence 
in Korean graphic design.  Yet,  in 20 09,  Hwang made 
a  profound p ivot ,  t rans i t ioning  f rom a  celebrated 
g raphic  des igner  to  a  fu l l - t ime  pa in ter,  end ing  a 
33-year chapter  in  graphic design to embark on a 
new ar t is t ic  journey.  Hwang’s transit ion to paint ing 
was not impulsive but a culminat ion of  introspection 
and inspirat ion.  In 1995,  at  an internat ional  design 
conference in  Bei j ing ,  Co l in  Forbes’s  perspec t ive 
on ret irement and subsequent l i fe  s tages tr iggered 
H wang ’s  con temp la t ion  ab ou t  h is  fu ture  b eyond 
graphic design. His decade-long spiritual quest in the 
early mornings at church crystall ized his aspirat ions, 
leading  him to  embrace paint ing  at  58 .  This  shi f t 
was not merely a change in medium but a profound 
realignment of his creative ethos, choosing to explore 
new horizons in the vast  landscape of  ar t .
Buyong Hwang: Echoes of the Ginkgo
The ar t is t ic  s t y le of  Buyong Hwang is  a capt ivat ing 
e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  n a t u r e ’s  i n t r i n s i c  p a t t e r n s  a n d 
enduring themes.  The ginkgo tree,  with i ts  unique 
blend of  coniferous and broadleaf  charac ter is t ics, 
ser ves as a central  muse for  Hwang.  His fascinat ion 
w i t h  t h e  g i n k g o  i s n ’ t  j u s t  b o t a n i c a l  b u t  d e e p l y 
philosophical,  ref lec t ing on the tree’s resi l ience and 
symbol ic  connec t ion to  the concepts  of  t ime and 
ex is tence.  Through his  ar t ,  Hwang delves into the 

tree’s ancient l ineage,  i ts  sur v ival  through epochs, 
and i ts  emblematic representat ion of  longevit y and 
resi l ience.  This  thematic  focus on the g ink go tree 
al lows Hwang to inter twine his  ar t is t ic  expression 
w i t h  p r o f o u n d  e x i s t e n t i a l  r e f l e c t i o n s ,  c r e a t i n g 
works that  resonate with the t imeless interplay of 
l i fe  and nature.  Hwang’s  creat ive sanctuar y is  his 
ho m e,  a  m o d e s t  sp ac e  w here  he  c o n ten ds  w i t h 
h is  ar t is t ic  mus ings .  Desp i te  the  l imi t a t ions  o f  a 
smaller  s tudio,  Hwang f inds solace and inspirat ion 
in  h is  sur roundings ,  emphas iz ing  the  es sence  o f 
introspection and individuality in the ar tistic process. 
His approach to paint ing,  a soli tar y endeavor,  is  a 
testament to his belief that great ar t can emerge from 
any space,  regardless of  i ts  s ize.  This personal  and 
int imate environment is  where Hwang confronts and 
harnesses his creat ive energies,  craf t ing pieces that 
are not only v isually  s tr ik ing but deeply ref lec t ive of 
his  inner world and the broader tapestr y of  human 
experience.
The Inspirational Luminaries behind Buyong Hwang
B u y o n g  H w a n g ’s  a r t i s t i c  m e t a m o r p h o s i s  w a s 
profoundly  inf luenced by iconic  f igures in  the ar t 
world. The decision to pivot to painting was catalyzed 
by the l i fe and works of  V incent Van Gogh,  whose 
proli f ic  output and enduring legacy lef t  an indelib le 
mark on Hwang.  However,  i t  was Georgia O’Keefe’s 
v ib ran t  an d  s ensua l  f l o ra l  c anvas e s  t ha t  d e ep l y 
re s o n a t e d  w i t h  h im,  i n s p i r i n g  h im  t o  i n f u s e  h i s 
paint ings with a similar  v i tal i t y  and expressiveness. 
H wang ’s  ar t i s t ic  nar ra t i ve  took  a  new turn  a f ter 
encountering the works of  Georg Baseli t z,  a  pivotal 
f i g ure  w hos e  themat ic  focus  on  ‘ T ime’  p rov ided 
Hwang with a philosophical  and thematic framework 
to explore his  own concept of  ‘Resurrect ion’.  These 
ar t is t ic  dialogues with past  masters not only shaped 
Hwang ’s  creat ive  approach but  a lso anchored his 
work  in  a  r ich  h is tor ic a l  and  conceptua l  l ineage, 

o f f e r i n g  a  d e e p e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  h i s  a r t i s t i c 
e v o l u t i o n  a n d  t h e  t h e m a t i c  u n d e rc u r r e n t s  t h a t 
permeate his  oeuvre.  Hwang’s journey into paint ing 
is a testament to his belief in continual evolution and 
the pursuit  of  new ar t is t ic  horizons.  His transit ion 
w a s  n o t  j u s t  a  s h i f t  i n  m e d i u m  b u t  a  p ro f o u n d 
redef init ion of  his  creat ive ident i t y.  This  evolut ion is 
encapsulated in his transit ion from being known as a 
’Healing Graphism ar t is t ’  to a ’Resurrect ion ar t is t ’,  a 
change that  s ignif ies a deeper engagement with his 
personal  beliefs and a commitment to exploring the 
themes of renewal and rebir th.  Hwang’s engagement 
with  di f ferent  ar t is t ic  inf luences and his  adapt ive 
approach to his creative journey underscore his belief 
in the transformative power of ar t and the importance 
of remaining receptive to new ideas and inspirations.
Buyong Hwang: A Symphony of Color and Resilience
In  discussing a  specif ic  p iece from his  col lec t ion, 
Buyong Hwang reveals the depth and complexit y of 
his ar tistic vision. His relief monochromatic paintings, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e  g i n k g o  l e a f , 
embody a conf luence of  nature’s elegance and the 
ar t is t ’s  interpret ive lens.  These works are not mere 
representat ions but dynamic explorat ions of  form, 
texture, and symbolism, where the ginkgo leaf ’s veins 
become metaphors for resil ience and continuit y.  The 

incorporation of acrylic coins introduces an additional 
layer of  meaning,  symboliz ing the cyclical  nature of 
struggle and triumph. This blend of natural inspiration 
and symbolic interpretation illustrates Hwang’s ability 
to transform observations from the natural world into 
profound ar t is t ic  expressions,  imbued with personal 
signif icance and universal themes. Hwang’s choice of 
medium is a deliberate aspect of his ar t ist ic practice, 
ref lec t ing his  explorator y nature and commitment 
to thematic depth.  The transit ion from oil  paint ings 
and watercolors  to  re l ief  monochromat ic  paint ing 
signif ies his ongoing quest for expressive innovation. 
This technique, involving pencil  sketches, jute string, 
p las t ic  co ins,  and a  met iculous  layer ing  of  pa int , 
exempl i f ies  H wang ’s  hands- on  approach  and  h is 
desire to infuse each piece with a  tangib le  sense 
of  tex ture and depth.  This methodological  evolut ion 
underscores Hwang’s dedicat ion to ar t is t ic  grow th 
and his unwavering pursuit of a unique visual language 
that encapsulates his thematic focus on resurrection 
a n d  t h e  en dur ing  in te r p lay  b e t w e en  na t ure  a n d 
hu m a n  ex p er ienc e.  T hro ug h  t h e s e  ex p lo ra t io ns , 
Hwang not only showcases his  technical  versat i l i t y 
but  a lso  reaf f i rms h is  commitment  to  an  ar t is t r y 
that  is  cont inually  evolv ing,  deeply ref lec t ive,  and 
resonant with the rhy thms of  nature and l i fe i tself.
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RESURRECTION 23-13, 2023 JUTE STRING, COINS, MODELING PASTE AND OIL COLORS ON PLYWOOD 23.8X28.6 IN. | 60.6X72.7 CM.RESURRECTION 23-12, 2023 JUTE STRING, COINS, MODELING PASTE AND OIL COLORS ON PLYWOOD 23.8X28.6 IN. | 60.6X72.7 CM.
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RESURRECTION 23-15, 2023 JUTE STRING, COINS, MODELING PASTE AND OIL COLORS ON PLYWOOD 23.8X28.6 IN. | 60.6X72.7 CM.RESURRECTION 23-14, 2023 JUTE STRING, COINS, MODELING PASTE AND OIL COLORS ON PLYWOOD 23.8X28.6 IN. | 60.6X72.7 CM.
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RESURRECTION 23-17, 2023 JUTE STRING, COINS, MODELING PASTE AND OIL COLORS ON PLYWOOD 23.8X28.6 IN. | 60.6X72.7 CM.RESURRECTION 23-16, 2023 JUTE STRING, COINS, MODELING PASTE AND OIL COLORS ON PLYWOOD 28.6X23.8 IN. | 72.7X60.6 CM.
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RESURRECTION 23-19, 2023 JUTE STRING, ACRYLIC COINS, MODELING PASTE AND OIL COLORS ON PLYWOOD 48X31.4 IN. | 122X80 CM.RESURRECTION 23-18, 2023 JUTE STRING, ACRYLIC COINS, MODELING PASTE AND OIL COLORS ON PLYWOOD 31.4X48 IN. | 80X122 CM.
RESURRECTION 24-14, 2024 JUTE STRING, COINS, MODELING PASTE AND OIL COLORS ON PLYWOOD 31.4X48 IN. | 80X122 CM.
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RESURRECTION 23-21, 2023 JUTE STRING, ACRYLIC COINS, MODELING PASTE AND OIL COLORS ON PLYWOOD 31.4X48 IN. | 80X122 CM.RESURRECTION 23-20, 2023.JUTE STRING, ACRYLIC COINS, MODELING PASTE AND OIL COLORS ON PLYWOOD 31.4X48 IN. | 80X122 CM.
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RESURRECTION 24-02, 2024 JUTE STRING, COINS, MODELING PASTE AND OIL COLORS ON PLYWOOD 23.8X28.6 IN. | 60.6X72.7 CM.RESURRECTION 24-01, 2024 JUTE STRING, COINS, MODELING PASTE AND OIL COLORS ON PLYWOOD 23.8X28.6 IN. | 60.6X72.7 CM.
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RESURRECTION 24-04, 2024 JUTE STRING, COINS, MODELING PASTE AND OIL COLORS ON PLYWOOD 23.8X28.6 IN. | 60.6X72.7 CM.RESURRECTION 24-03, 2024 JUTE STRING, COINS, MODELING PASTE AND OIL COLORS ON PLYWOOD.23.8X28.6 IN. | 60.6X72.7 CM.
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RESURRECTION 24-06, 2024 JUTE STRING, COINS, MODELING PASTE AND OIL COLORS ON PLYWOOD 23.8X28.6 IN. | 60.6X72.7 CM.RESURRECTION 24-05, 2024 JUTE STRING, COINS, MODELING PASTE AND OIL COLORS ON PLYWOOD 23.8X28.6 IN. | 60.6X72.7 CM.
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RESURRECTION 24-09, 2024 JUTE STRING, COINS, MODELING PASTE AND OIL COLORS ON PLYWOOD 28.6X23.8 IN. | 72.7X60.6 CM.RESURRECTION 24-08, 2024.JUTE STRING, COINS, MODELING PASTE AND OIL COLORS ON PLYWOOD 28.6X23.8 IN. | 72.7X60.6 CM.
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RESURRECTION 24-07, 2024 JUTE STRING, COINS, MODELING PASTE AND OIL COLORS ON PLYWOOD 23.8X28.6 IN. | 60.6X72.7 CM.RESURRECTION 24-12, 2024 JUTE STRING, ACRYLIC COINS, MODELING PASTE AND OIL COLORS ON PLYWOOD 31.4X48 IN. | 80X122 CM.
RESURRECTION 24-13, 2024 JUTE STRING, ACRYLIC COINS, MODELING PASTE AND OIL COLORS ON PLYWOOD 31.4X48 IN. | 80X122 CM.



RESURRECTION 24-10, 2024 JUTE STRING, COINS, MODELING PASTE AND OIL COLORS ON PLYWOOD 28.6X23.8 IN. | 72.7X60.6 CM. RESURRECTION 24-11, 2024 JUTE STRING, ACRYLIC COINS, MODELING PASTE AND OIL COLORS ON PLYWOOD 48X31.4 IN. | 122X80 CM.
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